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Bovine tuberculosis (BTB) is a chronic respiratory disease of cattle caused by 
Mycobacterium bovis.Bovine tuberculosis is a significant disease of livestock in developing 
countries especially in Africa. Although cattle are known as the primary host, wildlife 
animals such as the African buffalo tend to serve as maintenance host and this has a potential 
to spill over to cattle.  A cross sectional study was carried out in UMkhanyakude communal 
area to determine the prevalence of BTB in cattle at the wildlife/livestock/human interface. 
Whole blood was collected from 380 cattle and a prevalence of 14% was determined using a 
modified commercial interferon-gamma assay. Additional confirmatory tests are needed to 
culture and genotype isolates from positive cattle and compare with isolates from wildlife so 
as to monitor BTB transmission at the interface.   
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